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 I found the lumpy envelope among my Aunt Catherine Sullivan’s personal effects. I heard the 

tale behind this medal many times from my mother and my aunt over the years but I assumed it had 

been lost to the junkies who repeatedly burglarized Cathy’s Greenwich Village apartment. According to 

the story, my grandfather, A.M. Sullivan, was honored shortly after World War II by the King of Denmark 

for his support of the Danes’ struggle against Nazi Germany. My grandfather evidently used his position 

as editor in chief at Dun’s Review and his connections in the press to promulgate news of the resistance 

in Denmark. In particular, there was one story of Christian Danes wearing the yellow Star of David in 

solidarity with the Danish Jews who were forced to wear it. Some of these Christians were reportedly 

sent to concentration camps along with the Jews. It was a moving story of bravery and sacrifice and 

made me very proud of my grandfather for his part in spreading the story. When I found the medal and 

proclamation, I decided to do some research to get more details and context. What I discovered was 

disappointing. It turned out that the story was not true. It was part of a British propaganda effort to 

sway American public opinion to generate support for joining the war effort in Europe. The good news 

was that most Danish Jews escaped Denmark before Hitler sent in occupation forces. There being no 

physical barriers (mountains, major rivers etc.) between Germany and Denmark, it was plain that the 

Nazis could overrun the country in a matter of days. Though he hated Hitler, King Christian X saw no 

point in fighting the inevitable and seeing his country destroyed for nothing. The 2000 or so Jews who 

chose to stay behind while the others left mistakenly thought they could survive the Nazi occupation. 

King Christian was allowed to maintain his office but without any power. He still did his best to maintain 

morale among his people by riding unescorted on horseback through Copenhagen. His tepid response to 

Hitler’s birthday greeting apparently enraged the Führer to the point that he sent troops into Denmark. 

 I don’t know if A.M. Sullivan ever knew that he was spreading propaganda but it doesn’t really 

matter. It’s a legitimate tool of war and the Allies did prevail. Maybe his role helped turn the tide in 

some small way. Anyway, he received a medal from a King. That’s pretty cool. – Mike Tuohy 


